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The above-mentioned causes tended to increase the number of divorces granted
in Canada, which grew steadily from 114 in 1918 to 875 in 1930. The numbers
are those of final decrees, which alone really constitute divorces. In 1931 the
number decreased to 692, this being largely due to the transfer of jurisdiction in
Ontario divorces from the Parliament of Canada to the Supreme Court of the
province, with the consequent delay between the granting of the decree ndsi and
the decree absolute. Since 1031 there has been an increase of almost 100 p.c.
in the total number of divorces granted. All provineces except Quebec show in-
creases over that year. The statistics of divorces granted in the years from 1911
to 1936 inclusive will be found in Table 15. (For divorees in each year prior to
1911 see the 1921 Year Book, p. 825.)*

15.—Statistics of Divorces Granted in Canada, 1911-36.

Nore.—Only three divorces have been granted in Prince Edward Island since Confederation, one in
1913, one in 1931 and one in 1935. In consequence of a decision of the British Privy Council, divorces in
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta have, subsequently to 1918, been granted by the courts of these
provinces.
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Section 3.—Deaths.

Within the past century, and more especially within the past generation, there
has oceurred throughout the countries of the white world a notable decline in the
death rate, except where man has brought death upon himself through wars and the
aftermath of wars. How far this decline has been due to advances in mediecal
science, how far to better sanitation and how far to the improvement in the general
conditions of living, as a result of the increase in the productive power of humanity,
is in dispute, but concerning the facts there is no doubt.

* The General Statistics Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statisties publishes a bulletin on Divorca

showing the sex of applicants and the number of persons re-married t wit, isons with certain
other countries. Application for this bulletin should be made to the Dominion Statistician,




